
Musical Theatre Syllabus  

 If you’re going to doubt something, doubt your limits – Don Ward 

 
 

Teacher: Anthony Cimino-Johnson 
Classroom: 1816 
Email: anthony.cimino-johnson@lcps.org 
 

 
Teacher: Jordan Markwood 
Classroom: 1817 
Email: Jordan.markwood@lcps.org 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  In Musical Theatre (performance ensemble), students will intensify their study and performance of 
theatre and musical theatre beyond the boundaries of previous theatrical experiences. It is highly recommended for students 
serious about pursuing theatre and musical theatre as a college major, minor and/or career. Great emphasis will be placed on 
developing one’s brand, resumes, and audition skills.  Students will be expected to participate in a rigorous audition process as part 
of the course. This course will provide an exploration of musical theatre performance in a studio workshop setting.  Students will 
study the work of the actor/singer/dancer and use their gained knowledge to develop as performers.  There will be a heavy 
concentration on vocal methods and music, including vocal production, vocal technique, music reading and sight-singing.  Students 
will prepare and present as soloists as well as members of small groups and larger ensembles.  Additionally, students will study 
different style of dance including modern, jazz, tap, and contemporary. Finally, students will participate in a fully realized 
performance, including 2 Musicals and 2 Musical Review Productions.  
 
PRE-REQUISITES   

Musical Theatre is an audition only course. Auditions will be held during the time of course selection. Students should have 
previously taken Theatre 1 or Choir. Additionally, students enrolled in this course must also be enrolled in either a theatre or choir 
course concurrently.  

NECESSARY MATERIALS: (These materials must be brought to class everyday) 

Technology Device 
1 Binder (1 - 1.5”) 
Clear Plastic Sleeves 
Blue, Black, & Red Pen 
Pencils  
Script for Rehearsal 
Highlighters  
 
REQUIRED ATTIRE:  Students must wear movement clothes for rehearsal. Please wear RRPA/CHOIR Shirts and gym shorts/sweats 
to class. If you need to change, you must do so before class starts, not during class. Due to safety, dressing rooms will only be 
available during tech weeks. Please change in the bathrooms at the school.  
 
LAB FEE: There will be fee of $75 per student in the course to help cover the royalties of the productions produced throughout the 
year. These fees are for scripts and royalties. Should you require and are eligible for financial aid from the school, please submit 
paperwork to the RRHS Bookkeeper in the Main Office.  
 
 CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:  

Remember the 3 R’s:  
▪ Respect for yourself: Your work is a self-portrait so do your best.  
▪ Respect for others: Do not speak disrespectfully to others or about others. Performing can be a daunting 

task; therefore, listen to others and be respectful at all times.  
▪ Responsibility for ALL your actions: Be in your seat when the bell rings and be prepared for class. Think 

before you act.  
 

GROUP WORK : While there will be a large number of in-class group projects and assignments, grades will be based upon 
individually completed components.  
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GRADING PRACTICE:  
 
Grading Scale: A = 90-100%, B = 80-90%, C = 70-80%, D = 60-70%, F = 0-59%  
 
Your grade is designed to reflect your achievement in this class, or your ability to demonstrate mastery of the course outcomes. All 
assignments will be graded on a summative total points grading system, which is easily translated into a letter grade. At the end of 
the semester, all of the assignments will be calculated to determine the letter grade you will receive.  
 

A. Grades will be entered into Phoenix at least every two weeks.  
 
MANDATORY DATES outside of Class:  
  

1. All Rehearsals in addition to class time: 
○ September 10th - 8am - 9am 
○ September 24th - 8am - 9am 
○ October 8th - 8am - 9am 
○ October 17th - 8am - 9am 
○ October 22nd - 8am - 9am 
○ November 19th - 21st - 8am - 9am 
○ November 19th - 21st - 4pm - 6pm 
○ November 25th - 4pm - 7pm 

 
2. Dress Week 

○ December 2nd - 4pm - 9pm 
○ December 3rd - 4pm - 9pm 
○ December 4th - 4pm - 9pm 

 
3. Legally Blonde Performance 

○ December 5th - 5pm - 10pm 
○ December 6th - 5pm - 10pm 
○ December 7th - 12pm - 10pm 

 
4. Broadway Desserts 

○ Friday, February 28th - 7pm 
 

5. Broadway Backwards 
○ Saturday, May 16th - 7pm 

 
STRONGLY ENCOURAGED DATES OUTSIDE OF CLASS:  
 

1. You are strongly encouraged to attend the Virginia Thespian Festival to present your Individual Events in Acting, Musical 
Theatre, or Tech.  

a. Dates: January 23rd - 25th 
2. If chosen, you are encouraged to attend the International Thespian and participate in the Individual Events if you receive a 

superior at the state level.  
a. Dates: June 21st - June 26th 

 
 LATE WORK PRACTICE – It is the student’s responsibility to obtain missed assignments 
 

Assignments are given a due date and will be due on that date, whether it is homework, a project, a paper, performance 
assessment etc. We expect all assignments to be completed, whether they are graded or not, because the skill will be demonstrated 
at some point.  
 
** We accept late work at reduced credit, minus one letter grade for each day it is late (e.g., max. 90% for one day late, 80% for two 

days late, etc.), capped at a maximum of 50% if turned in 5 or more days late during the grading period.** 

Musical Theatre - 2 



 
If a student is absent on the due date, the adjusted due date will be the day following the student’s first day after returning 

to school from the absence. If a student is absent more than two days in a row, we will give the student a ‘day-for-day’ opportunity 
to complete the assignment(s).  However, if an assignment is due on a Sunday Evening, absences will not postpone the due date.  
 
ATTENDANCE & PARTICIPATION  
 
You have a responsibility to yourself and to others to be present and to participate every day, especially when your scene is due. The 
more you participate, the more you will learn! A large part of the class will be dependent upon your attendance and participation. As 
a student, you are the teachers’ first priority. We encourage you to come to us with any questions, concerns, or problems you may 
have regarding this class. If you have any trouble with an assignment, please let us know immediately so that we may assist you. Feel 
free to contact us before or after school with any questions or concerns.. Please email us when you are going to be absent from 
class, otherwise, the stage manager will be calling you and we will be calling your parents. Work hard, speak up, be daring, and have 
fun!  

 

DATES UNIT FOCUS MAJOR PROJECTS 

AUGUST Legally Blonde  

SEPTEMBER Legally Blonde Rehearsals 

OCTOBER Legally Blonde Rehearsals 

NOVEMBER Legally Blonde Rehearsals 

DECEMBER Legally Blonde Performances 
 
Individual Event Work 

Performances 
 
Solo Submission Work 

JANUARY Preparation for Individual Events 
 
Auditioning Skills 
 
Master Class 

 
 
Mock Audition/Binder 
 
Solo Submission Work 

FEBRUARY  Duet Performance Work 
 
Broadway Desserts 

Duet Submission Work 

MARCH The Business 
 
Small Group Work 

Resume 
 
Small Group Performance (3 - 5 People) 

APRIL The History of MT  
 
Broadway Backwards 

History Performance 

MAY Broadway Backwards 
 

Masterclasses 

Broadway Backwards 

JUNE ITF/College Audition Prep  
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COURSE OBJECTIVES AS THEY RELATE TO THE VIRGINIA SOLs: 
 
Performance and Production 
Students will evaluate problems and develop innovative solutions to all aspects of theatrical production. They will design and 
implement creative presentations consistent with form and expressive intent, while applying concepts and skills that are inherent to 
theatrical design, production, and performance. Through study and practical experience, students will develop the physical, 
emotional, conceptual, intellectual, intuitive, and practical skills associated with the crafts essential in theatre. 
 
TIII.1 The student will apply rehearsal discipline and maintain stage properties, costumes, equipment, and facilities according to 
established standards. 
 
TIII.2 The student will exhibit independence, self-discipline, and commitment to the theatre process through work on assigned 
projects and productions. 
 
TIII.3 The student will integrate acting skills and techniques involving voice, movement, and analysis into the rehearsal process 
and performance by 
1.     initiating artistic choices to enhance performance; 
2.     listening to other actors and responding internally as well as externally; 
3.     creating and sustaining multidimensional characters; 
4.     enhancing characterizations, dialogue, and action; 
5.     demonstrating self-confidence and self-expression; and 
6.     making artistic decisions to achieve an ensemble. 
 
TIII.4 The student will demonstrate the audition process by 
1.     researching and selecting contrasting monologues by established playwrights; 
2.     developing an understanding, interpretation, and portrayal of a character; and 
3.     presenting memorized selections for critique. 
 
TIII. 6 The student will demonstrate the application of theatre design by 
1.     following safety procedures; 
2.     rendering lighting plots, sound plots, properties, makeup, and/or costume plates for a stage or contemporary media 
production; 
3.     making a two-dimensional drawing of a three-dimensional object, using scale drawings, perspective drawings, blueprints, or 
computer renderings to design scenery, costumes, and/or properties; 
4.     building a scale model of a setting for a stage or contemporary media production; 
5.     implementing solutions to technical problems; and 
6.     analyzing and justifying design choices. 
 
TIV.1 The student will work independently and collaboratively as an actor to create formal and informal presentations, including 
1.     depicting multidimensional characters; 
2.     depicting given circumstances; and 
3.     living truthfully in the moment. 
 
 
TIV.2 The student will create a personal acting technique by 
1.     investigating both external and internal acting approaches; 
2.     applying different acting approaches to different pieces (e.g., improvisations, monologues, scenes, plays); 
3.     writing character analyses that include prior action, cultural background, objective, tactics, subtext, and consequences of 
actions; and 
4.     writing script analyses that include the historical context, cultural context, through line, and playwright’s intent. 
 
TIV.3 The student will demonstrate vocal performance skills—breath control, articulation, projection, volume, pitch, tone, vocal 
placement, rhythm, and dialect. 
 
TIV.4 The student will apply movement skills in characterization—posture, gait, gesture, leading center, balance, poise, timing, 
and facial expression. 
 
TIV.5 The student will prepare for academic and/or professional auditions by 
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1.     choosing and preparing contrasting one-minute and two-minute audition pieces from published works; 
2.     preparing and presenting written and oral critiques of personal and peer audition pieces; 
3.     developing a résumé of performance and production experience; and 
4.     using established audition techniques and following audition notice guidelines. 
 
TIV.6 The student will work independently and collaboratively as a director to create formal and informal presentations, including 
1.     depicting multidimensional characters; 
2.     following the playwright’s intent; 
3.     depicting given circumstances; and 
4.     realizing directorial concepts. 
 
Theatre History and Cultural Context 
Students will demonstrate their knowledge of the ways in which theatre and culture have influenced each other throughout history. 
They will investigate how contemporary media and technology impact the creation and production of live and recorded theatrical 
performances. Students will focus on understanding the human experience expressed in performances of theatrical works. 
 
TIII.9 The student will trace the development of theatre design and performance by 
1.     explaining the use and effects of technology; and 
2.     analyzing a variety of dramatic texts with reference to their historical and cultural contexts in order to determine their original 
production requirements. 
 
Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 
Students will develop a thorough understanding of the art and craft of theatre. Students will examine, interpret, and assess the 
content and manner in which theatre arts express meaning. They will apply processes that involve observing, listening, reflecting, 
analyzing, and justifying their roles as creators, performers, technicians, and audience members. These skills are required for 
creating, producing, and evaluating theatrical works. 
 
TIII.12 The student will critique acting styles by 
1.     assessing projects, plans, or ideas; 
2.     incorporating personal artistic choices into informal and formal productions; and 
3.     critiquing acting styles of professional theatrical productions, using theatre arts vocabulary. 
 
TIII.13 The student will apply a critical methodology to playwriting by 
1.     comparing the components of the works of established playwrights to those found in student works; 
2.     revising original student scripts; and 
3.     explaining why there will be a variety of responses by audience members. 
 
TIII.14 The student will critique theatrical designs by 
1.     evaluating projects, plans, or ideas; and 
2.     incorporating personal artistic choices into informal and formal productions. 
 
TIV.13 The student will evaluate the qualities of a theatrical production that elicit an audience response, including the director’s 
interpretation, the production elements, and the actors’ abilities to sustain and project believable characterizations. 
 
Aesthetics 
The ability to make qualitative judgments in theatre arts depends upon the ability to perceive, reflect upon, and respond to theatre 
as an art form. Participation in a range of artistic experiences will enable students to develop an understanding of different cultural 
philosophies and factors that may alter perceptions. Such understandings are critical to the development of a personal philosophy of 
theatre that focuses on how artistic expression reflects life. 
 
TIII.15 The student will justify personal choices regarding characterizations within the acting process. 
TIII.16 The student will compare and contrast the aesthetic ideals of two or more playwrights. 
TIII.17 The student will justify personal aesthetic criteria in response to theatrical and contemporary media performances. 
TIII.18 The student will develop personal aesthetic criteria in response to theatre design. 
TIII.19 The student will justify multiple points of view regarding the interpretation of theatrical works. 
TIV.15 The student will propose a definition of art and support that definition within the context of theatre arts. 
TIV.16 The student will explain how personal aesthetic criteria are applied to personal performance and direction. 
TIV.17 The student will justify personal perceptions of a playwright’s intent, as filtered through the director’s vision. 
TIV.18 The student will research current aesthetic issues in theatre (e.g., ethics, sensationalism, propaganda). 
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