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Dear Rock Ridge Singers and Parents: 

Welcome to the 2019-2020 school year and the Rock Ridge High School Choral 
Department!   I am thrilled to start the sixth year of  choral singing with our students 
at Rock Ridge.  We have some incredible opportunities for our students this year and I 
look forward to seeing our singers grow through these experiences.  Some of  my 
goals this year are to continue to build musical integrity, create an atmosphere for 
departmental unity, and follow through consistently on our plans and ideas while we 
each hone our individual talents and skills.   It is important to me that each student 
know they are an integral part of  the Choral Program and that each individual’s 
contribution is vital to reaching our potential of  making beautiful and excellent music 
together.   

The choral handbook will outline all choral policies and procedures, as well as lay out 
all known performances for the 2019-2020 school year.  This document can be found 
online at www.rockridgesings.org and will be e-mailed to you.  A hard copy will be 
available upon request.  Please read it carefully and note all dates provided in your 
family calendar.   Attendance is mandatory at all concerts, so please plan accordingly.  
At the bottom of  the Choral Contract/Agreement form is a place for parents and 
students to include their preferred e-mail address for correspondence.   I have 
discovered that e-mail is a very effective tool for communication, and it is important 
to me that everyone be kept informed of  the significant operational details of  the 
program. Also, please check the Rock Ridge Sings! website (www.rockridgesings.org) 
for updated department happenings!  Rock Ridge Sings also has accounts on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram (@RockRidgeSings) that will post important 
reminders and pictures throughout the year. Review the entire handbook thoroughly, 
then initial, sign & return all necessary forms and the Choral Fee by Friday, Sept. 6.  
All completed forms must be returned before concert attire will be issued. 

I look forward to an exciting year.   The RRHS Choir program is your program and I 
am here to help make it the best experience possible.  There will be a parent meeting 
on Thursday, September 5 at 7 p.m. in the Chorus Room to help ensure everyone is 
informed and prepared for the year ahead. I value all feedback, both positive and 
constructive so feel free to contact me with any questions, comments or concerns. 

In song, 

Jordan Markwood 

http://www.rockridgesings.org
http://www.rockridgesings.org
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I. Philosophy  
Music is essential to existence and can have a profound effect on someone’s life.  Music allows individuals to express 
themselves more than words can convey while developing discipline, character, and respect for one’s self  and others.  
My desire and passion is to share the joy of  this lifelong endeavor with students.  I will seek to guide all students as 
they cultivate their unique talents and learn lessons of  cooperation, patience, and independence in a safe, supportive 
environment. 

II. Standards and Course Objectives 

The RRHS choir program is dedicated to developing well-rounded, independent musicians.  To this end, all RRHS 
choir students will work toward mastery in all of  the National Core Arts Standards and the Virginia Vocal/Choral 
Standards of  Learning.   

The National Core Arts Standards can be found on the website for the National Association for Music 
Education:  http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/  

The Virginia SOLs may be found on the Virginia Department of  Education website http://
www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/2013/music/std_finearts_music.pdf   
Mastery of  these SOLs will be achieved through classwork, rehearsals, and performances. 

III.Required Supplies & Fees 

● 1 two-pocket folder (with or without fasteners)  
● Notebook paper  
● Set of  #2 pencils  
●Tissue boxes and 3 oz. paper cup donations are gladly accepted 

Required Fees 
● Uniform Rental Fees and concert attire items described specifically under Section VIII, “Concert Attire”. 
Payment can be made online at www.RockRidgeSings.org or by check written to “RRHS Choral Boosters". 

No one will be denied full participation based on financial hardship. Please see Mr. Markwood if  you need 
assistance with any of  the fees as soon as possible. 

IV. Fundraising 

Each year the choral department sponsors student fundraisers. These funds may be used for activities that are 
sponsored by the choral department, such as uniforms, audition fees, festivals, spring trips and other choir activities. 
They may also be used to purchase classroom supplies, instruments, and additional sheet music. 

http://www.nationalartsstandards.org/
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/2013/music/std_finearts_music.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/2013/music/std_finearts_music.pdf
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/fine_arts/2013/music/std_finearts_music.pdf
http://www.RockRidgeSings.org


V. Performance Ensembles 

Cantus Avem (286001) - Singers with a treble voice who have a desire to sing can participate in Cantus Avem, with 
or without any previous experience.  Through participation in this class, students will build musical skills, self-
confidence and the concept of  teamwork.  Basic vocal technique, music literacy and sight reading are components 
of  this class.  Students will develop choral literacy by singing a wide variety of  choral literature that is both sacred 
and secular.  Participation in ensemble rehearsals and performances is required. 

• Google Classroom Code:  x51jt2s 
• Remind Code:  Text @cantusav to the number 81010 

Voces Virilis (284000) – Individuals with voices in the Tenor/Bass range interested in singing have the opportunity 
to participate in Voces Virilis without auditioning.  Through participation in this class, students will build musical 
skills, self-confidence and the concept of  teamwork.  Basic vocal technique, music literacy and sight reading are 
included in this class.  Students will develop choral literacy by singing a wide variety of  choral literature that is both 
sacred and secular.  Participation in ensemble rehearsals and performances is required. 

• Google Classroom Code:  7gt8t5 
• Remind Code:  Text @vocesvi to the number 81010

Vox Femina (286000) - This Treble Choir is a group of  motivated students who are seeking to improve their vocal 
abilities through various performance experiences. Students will develop choral literacy by singing a wide variety of  
repertoire that is both sacred and secular. Music literacy and sight reading are components of  this class. 
Participation in rehearsals, concerts as well as certain choral competitions is required.  

• Google Classroom Code:  9x8i92 
• Remind Code:  Text @voxfem to the number 81010 

Chamber Choir (278000) – The Rock Ridge Chamber Choir is a smaller mixed vocal ensemble consisting of  mostly 
upperclassmen that was introduced during the 2015-2016 school year.  This ensemble offers unique opportunities 
for highly motivated and dedicated singers who can perform at a high level of  proficiency. Students receive 
specialized coaching in singing techniques and perform music in a wide variety of  styles. Music literacy and sight 
reading are components of  this class. Students will develop choral literacy by singing repertoire that is sacred and 
secular. Participation in ensemble rehearsals, workshops and competitions is required both during and outside of  
the normal school day.  Students will be placed in this choir by audition. 

• Google Classroom Code:  fglv4kk 
• Remind Code:  Text @mrmarkwoo to the number 81010 

VI. Rehearsal Expectations 

The overarching principle in my classroom regarding conduct is for the RRHS students to R.I.S.E. to the occasion 
with Respect, Integrity, Service, and Excellence.  As a member of  any Rock Ridge performing ensemble, singers are 
expected to look and act professionally in class and in performance. To achieve the maximum personal and musical 
success requires a tremendous amount of  self-discipline. I trust that you are willing to work on attaining that kind 
of  discipline. It is important that you understand that we must learn the mechanics of  a composition thoroughly 
before we can perform it with musical authenticity and beauty. That means rehearsal may seem tedious at times, but 
I trust you to understand why and deal with it maturely. It is also important that you know I do not expect anything 
of  you that I don’t expect MORE of  in myself. I love and respect music and the art of  singing and assume that at 
this stage of  your life you have chosen to be involved in this program because you do too. Therefore, it is most 
important that you choose to accept that every student is subject to all school and LCPS policies regarding behavior, 
and further accept that I want to see your best day in and day out as I pledge to give you the same. For the 
protection of  our choral organization, certain consequences will result from infractions of  school or Choral 
Department policies: 

First offense: Student will be redirected and reminded of  proper rehearsal etiquette. 
Second offense:  Student will be removed from rehearsal until ready to return. 
Third offense: Student will turn in a written letter of  apology signed by parent or guardian. 
Fourth offense: Parent or guardian will be required to attend a meeting or the next choral rehearsal.      
 The Student may be placed on *Non-Performance Status until situation is resolved. 

* For students in multiple ensembles, Non-Performance Status applies to all ensembles – enrolled classes and/or extra 
performing ensembles. Any student on Non-Performance Status would be required to complete written assignments including, but 
not limited to worksheets, research reports, and composition analysis. 



VII.Concert Attire 

In order to give a polished, professional appearance for our performances, each student will be required to wear the 
designated outfit. Uniform and altering costs will be covered in the $150 choral fee paid annually by each student.  
If  any student is unable to provide the resources for an outfit, the parent(s) can discuss this in confidence with the 
Director.  Financial accommodations may be arranged, based on student need and RRHS Choral Booster’s financial 
ability.  In addition to the formal concert attire listed below, each choir member will receive a Rock Ridge HS Choral 
Department long-sleeve and short-sleeve T-shirts to be used for more informal performances.  All checks will be 
made out to the Rock Ridge High School Choral Boosters (RRHS Choral Boosters). 
     Tuxedo Students provide their own black dress shoes and black socks.  

Purchase: Black Dress shirt 
Rent from Choral Booster Club:  Tuxedo Jacket/Pants, Maroon Vest, Silver Tie 

     Gown Rent from Choral Boosters: Black crepe gown 
Black ballet slippers are preferred. Other black completely flat closed-toe dress shoes must be 
approved by the Director prior to the first concert. Women must wear natural color hosiery.  

In order to remain exceptional representatives of  Rock Ridge High School…  
❖ All rental outfits must be returned in excellent condition at the end of  the year. These are the property of  

the Rock Ridge High School Choral Boosters and RRHS.  
❖ No necklaces, bracelets, tongue rings, glitter, or anklets when in uniform. 
❖ A tasteful watch and one pair of  small stud earrings will be permitted.  
❖ Hair color when performing must be a natural hair color so as not to distract from the performance.   
❖ All singers should refrain from wearing any perfume, aftershave or other fragrances during performance. 

However, a shower and a little unscented deodorant will make the atmosphere more tolerable for everyone! 
❖ The Spring concert may require a different uniform based on theme. Advance notice will be provided. 
❖ There may be events where we will perform in our informal attire which will consist of  the Rock Ridge 

High School Choral Department T-shirt and specified pants, shoes, etc. 
❖ Students are to conduct themselves in a calm, respectful manner when in uniform as they represent the 

VOICE of  Rock Ridge!   

VIII.Grading Policy 

Assignments from the following categories will contribute to each student’s grade.  

Daily Rehearsal Skills Grade  
The mastery of  good concert etiquette and performance practice is dependent on practicing those skills in each 
rehearsal. Rehearsal skills will be formatively assessed every class period and a five-point grade will be given. Full 
credit will be given to students who consistently exhibit the following behaviors throughout the class period.  

• Arrive on-time in a non-disruptive manner 
o The choral student will respect teachers and students at all times and will abide by the Loudoun 

County Public Schools Code of  Behavior.  
o Class begins when the tardy bell rings. Any student not in his/her assigned seat with their choir 

folder will be marked tardy. See LCPS tardy policy. 
• Have all required materials including music, pencil, etc. 

o Each student is responsible for a folder and the music in it. Each folder should include a #2 pencil. 
Folders will be checked for correct markings and pencils at various intervals during the school year. 
Students must pay for lost folders and music. Students may check out folders after 3:48 pm and 
must return them by 9 a.m. the next morning, with the permission of  the director.  

• Refrain from having prohibited items such as gum, personal electronics, food, etc. 
• Remain focused and on-task 

o No talking while the director is rehearsing the choir.  
o Students will not be excused from the classroom except in cases of  emergency or an excused pass 

from a faculty member. 
o Students are not permitted to use equipment or instruments without the permission of  a music 



faculty member.  
o Check with Mr. Markwood before using computers, piano, or anything in the Choral Office. 

• Demonstrate good vocal and ensemble skills 
o Students will participate in all class activities unless excused by a note from a parent or doctor. The 

note must be given to the director at the start of  class. Any student who is unable to sing AND has 
a written note from a parent/doctor must complete a written rehearsal observation due at the end 
of  class. Students without a note and students who do not complete the written rehearsal 
observation will receive a failing participation grade for the day. 

o Exhibit proper singing posture as taught by Mr. Markwood  

Rehearsal/Concert Attendance and Conduct  
Out of  school rehearsals and concerts are required. Rehearsal and concert grades will be given based on attendance, 
appropriate concert attire, and proper concert etiquette. Grades will also be assigned for completion of  various 
concert duties. Make-up work will be assigned for absences that are excused by the director beforehand. 

• Any student who has a conflict with any scheduled performance or after school rehearsal must notify the 
director at least one week in advance with a note written and signed by the parent. If  a conflict arises with 
another activity, the student should consult with the director prior to the event.  

• Any student who has an excused absence from a performance or rehearsal must present a note from the 
parent and schedule a make-up session within two school days after the concert. After two days, the absence 
becomes unexcused and the student will receive a failing grade for the concert.  

• All rehearsals are required in order to participate in the concert. 
• Multiple unexcused absences from rehearsals may negatively impact students’ grades and students may be 

prohibited from singing in concerts.  
• Excessive tardiness will not be tolerated and may negatively impact students’ grades.  
• Unexcused absences may not be made up and you will receive a zero. Please look closely at the choral 

calendar and schedule work, vacations and doctor’s appointments accordingly.  

Acceptable Performance Behavior - Performance behavior is part of  the concert/rehearsal grade  

1. Arrive at your report time to rehearsals and concerts.  
2. Maintain a calm, professional attitude at all times. 
3. Enter and leave the risers silently with arms at side and head level.  
4. Give your full attention to the conductor. 
5. Take a deep breath and focus. Involve your face as you perform. 
6. Acknowledge your applause.  
7. Respect your chaperones and follow their directions.  
8. Remain quietly in your assigned seat, respond appropriately to other performers. Use of  cell phones or 

other electronic devices is not permitted.  
9. Enter and exit the performance space only during applause or in between performing groups. 
10. You must stay for the entire concert. Be sure to congratulate other performers after the concert! 

Written Work  
Throughout the grading period, written work will be assigned. This may include journal entries, concert reflections, 
listening assignments and written theory exams.  
Performance Assessments  
Students will be assessed on performance skills, such as sight singing or performance of  repertoire, either 
individually or in groups. 

IX. Choral Auditions 
In the spring of  each school year auditions will be conducted for individual students to determine ensemble 
placement for the following school year. Specific instructions will be given out in class at least two weeks prior to 
the start of  auditions.  



Rock Ridge High School Choral Department 

Student Contract - _______________________________ (Print Student Name) 
❖ I have read the classroom procedures and agree to follow them at all times. I will demonstrate Respect for 

individuals at all times.  I understand that my words and actions represent Rock Ridge HS Choir.  
________ student initials  

❖ I have reviewed the grading procedures and understand how I will be graded. If  I have questions about my 
grade, I will ask my choir director.   

_________ student initials  

❖ I understand that there is a choral fee that is due which will cover the cost of  my concert attire. I am 
responsible for turning this in to Mr. Markwood no later than the end of  the 2nd full week of  school. I 
understand that this is a compulsory fee for all choir students and financial assistance is available if  needed  

_________ student initials 

❖ I have shared the calendar with my parents and will attend all mandatory rehearsals and concerts. I 
understand the concert attendance policy and expectations. I will share the schedule with my coach/activity 
sponsor/employer.   

________ student initials  

❖ I have shared the concert attire information with my parents and will come to concerts on time and dressed 
appropriately. I will return any rented outfit in excellent condition at end of  year.  

________ student initials  

Parent Agreement -_______________________________ (Print Parent Name) 
❖ I have reviewed the classroom and grading procedures. I understand how my child will be assessed. If  there 

are questions, I will contact the choir director immediately for clarification and a conference if  necessary. 
________ parent initials  

❖ I understand that attendance at rehearsals and concerts are mandatory, and my child has shared the calendar 
with me. My child will be picked up immediately after the rehearsals/performances end. I have read the 
concert attendance policy.  

________ parent initials  

❖ I understand that there is a choral fee that is due which will cover the cost of  my student’s concert attire, 
alterations, t-shirts, rehearsal snacks, water for the classroom, etc.. I have reviewed the concert attire 
information and agree to pay the choral fee no later than September 6,  2019.  If  there are financial 
concerns, I can discuss arrangements in confidence with the choir director or the RRHS Bookkeeper.  
Rental outfits will be returned to RRHS in excellent condition at the end of  the year.  

________ parent initials  

WE understand the information in the 2019-2020 Choral handbook and agree to its contents! 

Student signature – __________________________  Student E-mail - _______________________________   

Parent signature – ___________________________  Parent E-mail - ________________________________ 



FORMS  

Each student and parent/guardian must complete the Field Trip Permission Form and Choral Contract before 
students may participate in any choral activities. These forms are kept on file and carried on all chorus trips away 
from the school. Incomplete forms will hinder your child from participating on the trip, so please be sure to fill the 
Field Trip Permission form out completely.  Additional forms will need to be completed for each overnight trip we 
take throughout the school year. 

Per school board policy 4-2, a student/family may request a reduction in fees due to economic hardship.  Please 
notify the RRHS Financial Secretary and obtain a form from our main webpage on the left side under Phoenix 
Links.  All requests will remain confidential. 

To be Returned (Bold Items Are Required): 

___________  R.R.H.S. Choral Department Student/Parent Contract 

___________ $150 Choral Fee  (Make Checks Payable to RRHS Choral Boosters) 
                            * You can also pay online at squareup.com/store/rockridgesings   

___________ Uniform Contract 

___________ Field Trip Permission Form 

___________ Authorization for Medication Admin. (For Each Prescription Medication) 

___________ Application Form for Honors Chorus (.5 GPA Bump)  (optional) 

___________ Honor Ensemble Auditions Form and Fees  (optional) 

___________ Choral Booster Membership form and check  (optional)  

___________ Like Rock Ridge Sings! on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter   (optional) 

One of  the many ways you can help support our singers is to link your grocery store reward card(s) 
with our organization.  We are happy to do this for you if  you would prefer.  Just provide your 
phone number or reward number below and we will link it for you.  Thank you for your support.  
Keep in mind that you can also be connected to up to five different accounts! 

Harris Teeter -  Last Name on account: ___________________________________ 
   VIC # or Phone Number on Account: _______________________ 

Amazon Smile - Select “Rock Ridge Choir Booster Club” at smile.amazon.com 

http://squareup.com/store/rockridgesings
http://smile.amazon.com
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